chool Newsletter

School Newsletter


[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf][image: image5.png]


[image: image6.wmf]
[image: image7.emf]








Ideas for having fun with your young children

                         




----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tear Off for Monthly Draw

Comments:  
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________

____________________________________

Parents Signature 
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Superstar Assembly





The Superstar assembly will be held on Friday March 9th at 9:45 am in the library.  Parents are welcome to come, but be prepared to sing!














Principal’s Message


 


Wow;  it is sure hard to believe that we are almost at the end of the second term. Reports cards will be coming in a couple of weeks and students will be getting their much deserved spring break.





 I have to say I was very impressed with the exceptional show of support from the community at the Feb  15th consultation meeting.  The passion this community has demonstrated over the past few months towards our school is truly second to none.








Kindergarten Registration





We are currently taking registrations for Kindergarten children for the 2007/2008 school year. Children born in 2002 qualify for next year. Registrations will be taken during school office hours from 8:35am – 2:35pm. Parents are required to present the child’s Care Card and Birth Certificate as proof of age at the time of registration. We encourage parents to register as soon as possible and if you know a family in the community with a child born in 2002, please  encourage them to come in and register.








Calendar





March 1 & 8 - Ready Set Learn Movement Education Woodbank Elementary  





Mar 2 - Fun Fair, Cedar  Secondary  from 5:30 – 9:00 pm.





March 6 – PAC meeting 6:30





March 8 - Trustee Tea 1:00





Mar 9 - Super Star assembly 9:45





Mar 14 - Second Elementary Report Card





Mar 15- Ready, Set, Learn  Intro  at South Wellington 1:30-2:30 





Mar 16- Spring Fling





Mar 16-Last Day of Classes –


Spring Vacation





Mar 26- School Reopens      





April 6- Good Friday





April 9- Easter Monday





April 30- Pro-D Day (No School)
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Principal- Mr. Doug English 


Secretary – Mrs. Joyce Francescutto 





Office Hours


8:35 am – 2:35 pm





Lunch from


12:15 pm – 12:45 pm








South Wellington Elementary School Newsletter

















A Magical Day for you and your Child!





The first Saturday in May is a special day for central Vancouver Island children: they get to meet some of Canada’s best authors and book illustrators.  The atmosphere on Malaspina University-College’s Nanaimo campus is very festive, as children, parents, authors, illustrators and countless volunteers meet to share the delights of reading!





This year, on May 5th, Bookfest welcomes authors Sheri Radford, Margriet Ruurs, Becky Citra, Laura Langston, Sharon Jennings, Diane Swanson, Linda Smith, and Eric Walters; illustrators Martin Springett and Dianna Bonder; and storyteller Gail de Vos.  Most sessions are for ages 5 to 14; there is also a Young Writers’ Workshop for Grades 7-12 led by Shelly Hrdlitschka.





The registration fee ($10/ child;  family max. $25.)  includes three sessions; the Young Writers’ Workshop is $20/participant.  There is also free entertainment during lunch break.  Registration forms are available at Vancouver Island Regional Library branches, the Malaspina Bookstore (Nanaimo), or on the festival web site.  Children in School Districts #68 and #69 can also get registration forms from their school.





For more information, or if you are interested in becoming a volunteer for Bookfest, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.bookfest.ca" ��www.bookfest.ca�, e-mail festival coordinator Terri Doughty at � HYPERLINK "mailto:doughty@mala.bc.ca" ��doughty@mala.bc.ca� or call 716-FEST.





Dodge Ball season gets underway this week. We have five teams that will play each other over the next six weeks. The Lords of Dodge, the Bombers, the Average Joes, the Cotton Eyed Joes and the Lords of Dodge Town are all vying for the chance to become the South Wellington Dodge Ball champions. The first game between The Bombers and the Lords of Dodge was an action packed match that he Bombers took three games to one. The next game has the Lords of Dodge Town facing the Average Joes.





In Basketball action our girl’s team was invited to the Comets tournament at Cedar Intermediate this past weekend. The girls played very well, winning one game and losing one game.  A big thank you to Frank Garnish and Mrs. Cramme


for helping the girls.
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Trustee Tea





We have rescheduled the tea that the student’s council had organized for the school trustees several weeks ago. The new date for the tea will be on Thursday March 8th from 1:30 – 2:30 pm.





School Goals





At South Wellington we continue to work hard helping our students develop the knowledge and skills necessary to become lifelong learners. We have two goals this year that address literacy and numeracy as part of our School’s Growth Plan.





Goal 1 – To improve achievement levels in student reading/writing connections.





Goal 2 - To improve student proficiencies within the basics of mathematic principles.





We have several strategies in place to help the students in our school attain these goals.
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Move More, Eat Well





Welcome to Heart Month – that’s right, February is the month to focus on the heart – and I don’t mean just with Valentine’s around the corner.  This is a great month to make some heart-healthy choices, I will try to focus on easy ideas in this month’s newsletter.





Here are a few simple ideas to get you started.  February is a great month to make that extra effort to do something good for the heart, knowing that it will be good for the whole body.  Make some new traditions on Valentine’s Day, rather than making cupcakes or candy treats, try out a few new ‘heart healthy’ recipes.   As a family spend time together and suggest a ‘heart healthy’ hike or bike on some of the great trails in Nanaimo.  Have a great time being ‘heart healthy’ this month and in the coming year!





Fun and Fitness the Name of the Game


With childhood obesity rates soaring, experts agree it is more important than ever to get our children moving.


 Consider this: 








-  Over half of children and youth aged 5 to 17 are not active enough for optimal growth and   


development. 





-  Rates of childhood obesity in Canada have almost tripled over the past 20 years. 





-   Leading causes of climbing obesity rates include a combination of physical inactivity, an unhealthy diet, and genetic factors. 





-   Health Canada recommends that children and adolescents should increase the time currently  spent on physical activity, starting with at least 30 minutes more per day in periods of at least 5 to 10 minutes.


Traditional recess games, whether played at school or at home, combine fun and fitness – two key factors in keeping kids active every day! In addition to providing them with an opportunity to be physically active, these games also act as a stress reliever and help children develop social skills, problem solving abilities, imagination and conflict resolution. Once more, research shows children who are physically active are more likely to be active, fit adults. So join in the fun and try these games with your children! 











Cedar Fun Fair





The Cedar Community Schools fun fair takes place on Friday March 2nd from 5:30 – 9:00 pm. There are going to be many activities for students of all ages. I would encourage our students to take part in this fun experience. 
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“Talking” with Children about Visual Art


When talking with preschoolers, be specific and focus on what you see or a recent art experience. These are examples of some of the vocabulary. 


COLOR


Color in everyday objects is all around us, as well as in art. 


Hue – “Mondrian, the artist, filled one box with blue and one box with yellow”.


Intensity – “Aaron’s hair is bright red. Mine is a duller shade of red.” 


Intensity – “The orange square in this painting glows with warmth.”


Value – “The leaves in this picture are dark green, just like the pine tree outside.”


Tint and tone – “When you added white paint, the circle got lighter. You added black and it got darker.”





�





Elizabeth Pennell: Coordinator


Early Years Program - School District 68


For further information please call:


740-3516


March 2007 





Education is for improving the lives of others and for leaving your community and the world better than you found it”





Marian Wright Edelman





The Reading Chair





Ten Go Tango - Arthur Dorros





Loonies and Toonies - Mike Ulmer





Quilt Counting - Lesa Cline-Ransome





Amanda Bean’s Amazing Dream- 


Cindy Newschwander





Wild Fibonacci  - Joy N. Hulme





How Much is a Million? David M Schwartz











LINE


Lines appear in clothing, block constructions, and room decorations as well as in paintings, drawings, weaving, and other art forms. 


Kind – “you might like to draw squiggly lines of paint.”


Beginning/end – “You started your blue line in this corner and it went across to the other side.”


Direction – “When you follow this wavy line in the painting, it makes your eyes go up.”





FORM OR SHAPE


You can label shapes, make comments about irregular forms.


Size – “The statue is carved from a huge rock.”


Name – “You made a necklace with triangles and squares.”





TEXTURE


Help children become aware of how the appearance of a surface suggests the feel of the objects. 


Hardness – “Now the clay is dry the pot feels hard.” 


Roughness – “These dots in the picture make it look bumpy.”





SPACE


Help children develop a language to talk about what they see and how they move in space. 


Distance – “You drew the two cats close together.”


Location - “The flower is in the middle of the paper.”


A.S Epstein: “How to Talk with Children About Art.”








