Every little child has i1nside of him, an
aching void that demands 1Interesting and
exciting play.

And 1f you don’t fill i1t with something that
IS Interesting and good for him, he 1s going
to fill 1t with something that is
interesting and exciting and i1sn’t good for
him.

T. Roosevelt Jr.
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PRINCIFPAL' S MESSAGE TOFARENTS

Dear Fami!ics,

On behalf of the staff at Fleasant \/a“eg SCI"lOOl, ] would

like to warmlg welcome you to this new school year. | look
forward to working ina Par’cnerslﬁip of parents, teachers and
support staff to Provide the children of this SCI"IOOI) with a

WC“ rouncled eclucation and mUCl’l PCFSOﬂa] SUCCESS.

Tne smooth oPera’cion of our school &epenés upon the
cooPeration and unclerstancling of students, Paren’cs and
staff. l believe that meeting the needs of the students is best
done in an atmosPhere of mutual trust and resPec’cJ where

Parents are involved in their children's education.

Tlﬁis handbook has been designed to Provide you with some
basic in]cormation, which will assist you in understanding how
our school oPcratcs. Flcasc feel free to call if you have

additional comments or questions.

We have another exciting year ahead and it is hopcd that it
will prove to be a rewarding and gulFi“ing time for all.

Sincerclg
Ms. Marie rﬂarcl
Fn’ncipal
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FPLEASANT VALLEY
CLEMENTARY SCHOOL

MISSION STATEMENT

WHERE EAGLESTLY,
STUDENTS SOAR!




SCHOOL HOURS

Graclc Onc to Graclc chcn:

845 am — 1145 am Morning Session
10:15 am -~ 10:30 am Moming Keccss
1145 am~-12:30 pm Noon Recess
12:30 pm~— 2:30 pm Afternoon Session

Kindcrgartcn:

8:4%5 am~-- 11:09 am Moming C!ass

OFffice Hours:

8:15 am— 12:30 pm Moming
1:15 pm— 3:30 pm Axctemoon
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MISSION
OF
SCHOOL DISTRICT 68

Jo insloirc students to a’cvc/olo a love for /carning in a caring

and 5t/'mu/at'/hg environment-

We believe . ..

the cieveiopment of human Potcntial is our most imPortant
rcsPonsibilitg

iearning is a iii:cniong process

Famiig and the community have a Proitounci influence on the individual
PeoPie are our most valuable resource

a i’nea|tl13 environment is critical to our wcli——bcing

an individual can influence his or her future

ciﬁange Provicies oPPortunities

Planning and working coopcrativc|9 accomplishcs objcctivcs

open and honest communication is essential

with rigi'lts come rcsponsibilitics

Directions — We will work toward the Fo”owing goals:

All students will succcssxcu”g comP|ct<: their educational programs.
All students will value human diversitg in society.
All emPioyecs will have a i"lig]"l level oicjoij satisfaction in order to

maximize services for students.
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Faramctcrs:

o  Wewill aiwaﬂs treat individuals with ciignitg and respect.

o We will aiwags ensure students are the central focus of our district.

o  Wewill aiwags consider parents as well as students in our decisions.

o  We will never comPromisc a safe and suPPortive environment for
students.

o \We must ensure that there is financial accountabiiit3 to the Pubiic‘

o We will alwags use the district's mission statement to guicic our
actions and decisions.

o We will aiways stay true to our beliefs.

5trategies:

We will consult to dcvciop programs specigic to the needs of each
student.

We will ensure a safe and suPPortivc environment exists for all
students.

We will Provide programs which exPanci student awareness of human
ciivcrsitg.

We will involve the communit3 in cieveloping a Pian which will
encourage the acccPtancc of human ciivcrsity.

We will imPIement a Participative management stgie.

We will create a climate of uriclcrstanciirig and support.



MINISTRY OF F DUCATION

Mission Statement

“The purposc of the Pritish Columbia school system is to enable
learners to dcvclop their individual Potcntial and to acquire the
i(now!eclge, skills, and attitudes needed to contribute to a hcaltlﬁg society

anc! a PFOSPCFOUS ancl sustainablc economg"’

The E_ducatecl Citizcn

T he educated citizen is seen as someone who is:

° thought}cul, able to learn and to think critica”y, and who can
communicate information from a broad ‘mow|edge base;

e creative, flexible, self—-motivated and who has a Positive scGC-imagc;

o caPablc of making fnc]epenc{ent decisions;

o skilled and who can contribute to society gcncra”g, inc|uc{ing the
world of work;

. Productive, who gains satisfaction through achievement and who
strives for Phgsical well being;

o cooPerative, Principlcd, and resPcctFuI of others regard|ess of
differences;

e aware of the rig}wts and Prepared to exercise the

° rcsponsibilitics of an individual within the Family, the community,

Canacla and the world.
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Goals of Eclucation

In keeping with the stated mission for the school system, the Ministry of
Eclucation has identified three “goals of education”. The British
Columbia school system accepts the primary responsibility for helping

students achieve the first goal, with the support of families and the
communitg. Helpfng students achieve the second and third goals
(through 1carning cxpcricnccs and supcrvisccl Practicc) is a rcsponsibilitg

that the school system shares equa”g with families and the community.

Goal i: ]ntc“cctual Dcvclopmcnt

to dcvelop the abilit3 of students to ana|3zc critica”g, reason and think
inchcndenﬂg, and acquire basic lcarning skills and bodies of know|edgc;
to dcvelop in students a Ii]ce|ong aPPreciation of leaming, a curiosity
about the world around them and a capacity for creative thought and

expression.

(Goal 2: Human and Social Dcvclopmcnt

to deve|op in students a sense of self~-worth and Personal initiative; to

dcvc|op an aPPrcciatiOH of the fine arts and an unc{crstanding of cultural
heritage; to cleveloP an unclerstancling of the meortance of Phgsical
health and well being; to c{evcloP a sense of social rcsponsibilitg, and a

to|erance ancl resPect For t}we ideas and belie]cs o1C others‘

Goal 3 Carccr Dcvclopmcnt

to prepare students to attain their career and occuPatfonal objectives; to

assist in the c{evclopmcnt of effective work habits and the Hexibilitg to
deal with change in the workPIace.



BEHAVIOUR/DISCIPLINE
Disciplinc Fhilosophq

A“ discipline should be considered in terms of Providing a
living and leamiﬂg environment which fosters sel]cﬁcliscipline‘
56]F-disciplinc demands  that children be given
resPonsibilitg and oPPortunities to become independent.

As teachers we strive to:

e teach students to acccpt logical consequences for their
actions

e teach students owncrship of their Problcms

® give students time to evaluate their behaviour and to
think about alternatives

e teach students to become activciy involved in Finding
Positive alternatives to their irresponsib]e behaviour

e tcach students to be in control of themselves (i.e. Self—

Maﬂagers’ Frogram)

Preventative Disciplinc

We believe that 53 reimcorcing Positive behaviour (ie.
Happy (arams, SCH:“Marsagcrs‘ Frogram, (Good Citizen
Awards), and bg invo]ving students in activities which
promote the cleve]opment of a Positive school tone (i‘e.

asscmb]ies, class meetings, school sports), we are working to
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promote Positive cliscipline. We believe that cl'lanne”ing
student ideas and energy toward Positive endeavours is a
more effective means of developing acceptab]e behaviours

than Punitive measures.

School Rules & [ xpectations

Most situations in the classroom and around the school are
governe& bg common sense and do not need sPechCic rules.
[However, for the sa]cetg and we”mbeing of everyone

concemed, some rules are HCCCSSEM’H.

E_acl‘: class has rules of sa]cetg, courtesy and aPProPriate
behaviour. Tcachcrs Proviclc mcaningxcu] disciplinc, applg

aPProPriate consequences and avoid humiliation of students.

Studcnts are cncouragcd to make aPProPriatc choices in
dealing with conflict, and effective Problem"solving skills are
taught and modelled }33 teachers.



Codc of Conduct

Sagety: Are my actions safe for mgsehc and for others?

RcsPcct: Do my actions show respect for mgsehc and for

others?
Honcstg: Do my words and actions rePresent truth?

Rcsponsibilitg: Do my actions meet the exPectation to take
care of mgselxc and be a c{epenclab]e member of the

community?

Courtcsy: Do my actions help make my school a “P]easant”
Place, where People feel welcome and acccptec{, and where

tl‘xeg can do their work without disruptions’.’
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We expect everyone at Fleasant \/a”eq to:

Show Kespect:

e for others’ right to feel safe at school }33 behaving in a
safe manner.

o forothers’ right to feel comfortable and supported in the
classroom }33 using appropria’ce, Posi’cive, constructive
language when dea]ing with others.

e for others’ right to learn bg working quiet]g and staying
on task.

e for one's own leaming }33 being Preparecl with dailg
material and suPP]ies and }39 sl'lowing an open and
Positive attitude toward learning.

e forone's own and others' property.

o forothers’ right to hear and be heard bg !istening quietlg
when others are sharing, and }33 waiting for a turmn to
sPeak.

o for others' differences bg showing Patience and

tolerance.

Everyone’s right to sa]ce’cg is Paramount; therefore any
behaviour which involves the risk of irjurg will not be
tolerated. This includes:

° Fighting

° rough housing

° tlﬁrowing objects (i.e. rocks, s’cicksj pine cones, snowba”s)
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Discipline Procedures

We believe that children must learn to take responsibilitg for
their choices and accept the consequences of their
inaPProPriate choices. Consequences will be made clear to
students and aPPliecl consis’cent]y. Consequences will be as
logical (aPProPriate to the misbehaviour} as Possible and be
aPP!iecl as Fairly as Possible. DePencling upon
circumstances, consequences can include Prob]em——so]ving
discussions, loss of free time, loss of Privi]eges, “time out”,
additional duties or assignments, parent comcerences,
counse”ing, behaviour P]ans/contracts and/or susPension

(at scl'\ool/a’c Home).

[Tormal suspensions are genera”y employed not as isolated
events, but rather as an integral part of a ]arger &iscip]inarg
process which includes Previous intervention strategies such
as ongoing and suPPortive communications with parents or

guarclians, appropriate counse”ing/assis’cance to students

and the develoPment oxc a behaviour Pian.

The consequences for behaviour that does not demonstrate
resPonsibility and resPec’c for others will be logica], realistic

and consistent.



iscipline Procedures:
Discip

515'@/0 One: ]nitia”g when a student makes a poor choice
regarding 1’1is/1'xer bel'laviour, the school (tcaclﬁcr, Principa],
and noon hour suPer\/isor) at’cemP’cs to guidc the student
through the Problemwso!ving process toward a !ogica]
consequence. ]t is our goa] to teach students to respond

aPProPriatelg should a similar si’cuation/comqict arise again.

515'@/0 Jwo: [f a student Pcrsists in making poor choices
regarding I’\is/lﬁer behaviour then !"IC/SI"IC will receive a logical
consequence (consequence c{ePenclent upon the
inappropriatc behaviour) and parents will be contacted
(either ]33 P}wone or a written note). Farent support in

Problemmsolving will be reques’cec{.

51’@/3 T/N‘CC: ]F a student demonstrates chronic
misbehaviour then a meeting (Parents, student, tcac]ﬁer,
Principa], and counsc“or} will be necessary to develop a
Behaviour Plan/Contract. | his Plan will outline the
conditions of attendance as well as a clear Plan to support

the student in changing his/her unacceptab!e behaviour.

Pleasant VValley Elementary Parent & Student Handbook

Student Suspcnsion

Serious Offences — School District 68 — Folicy No. 3201
“Students committing such actions as the use or possess/on
of a’rugs or a/co/nyl setting off false fire a/arms, 56/’[0U5/ﬂ

assau/t//zg other students or other persons, while under the

/ur/sc//cf/on of the 5C/700[ shall be suspcnc/ca/ bﬂ the school

pr[ncz,’oa/ fora pcrfoa/ of five school daggs‘ 7

A school must Provide a safe and comfortable environment
for students to learn cgcctivclg. Comscquentlg, serious
offences i.e. Pl‘xgsical violenccj wilful clamage to school
property, wilful disobedience of the directives of a teacher or
cmplogce of the Boarcl and continuous disruptivc behaviour
that has a serious negative imPact on the climate of the
classroom and/or school, must be dealt with severeb by the
school, the School Board and/or the RCMF. |n such
cases, parents will be notified and the student in question
may receive an in—school susPension (Ci’ﬂlC{ Provided with
work bg classroom teacher — work comPleted in “time out”
area), an at home susPension (child Provided with work ]33
classroom teacher — work comP]eted at home) of one to five
clags, or an indefinite suspension, depending upon
circumstances. |n addition to suspcnsion, a Behaviour
F]an/Contract will be deve]oped Prior to the student's

return to school.
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NOON RECESS EXFECTATIONS

Kemaining at school ciuring the noon recess

(1145 am. — 12:30 pm) is a Privilege.

Stucients will be expecteci to piag saFely, to respect others,
and to be courteous and respecticul to the Noon Hour

Supervisors.

[f students choose to abuse this priviiege, the steps outlined

below will be followed:

]:i rst Step;

Student will be given a warning,

Secor\ci Step;

Student will be given a warning as well as an appropriate
consequence (i.e. time out) and a Beiﬁavioural Reicerra] note
will be sent to parents to enlist their support in aciciressing
the probiem.
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Third Step;

Student loses the privilege of being at school during the
noon recess for a speciicied number of days. (The number of
ciags will be dependent upon i*iis/iier behaviour recorcl.)

[f a student loses noon recess privileges, parents will be
responsible for supervising their child at home for the noon
recess or for ]Ciﬂding another location for their child to spend
the noon recess. (A]tlﬂough we realize that semciirig students
home can cause inconvenience for parents, your child's
behaviour will become your responsibi]ity if i‘ie/siie continues
to misbehave after the ]:irst and Secorici Step have been
implemen’ced.)

11



SAFETYAND OTHEREXFECTATIONS

Ko“er blades/ Skateboards
(Jse of roller blades, scooters and skateboards is not Permitted on school property due to the risk of injurg.

Bicgcles
Bicgcles are to be walked onto the school grounc!s and Placed in the bicgcle rack and LOCKED Students must show

respect for other students’ bicyclcs. Hease be sure that your child has a proper Fitting bicgc]e helmet, that it is labelled with their
name and that tlﬂeg wear it when ridding their bike.

Out of Bouncls
° Students must Play on the school grounds during recess brcai(s. The Forestecl area across ’chc dr9 creek bed is out omc
bouncls.

° Students must not, under any circumstances, climb on the roof.

]:ootwear

Students must have proper running shoes for FE and extra—curricular sports activities.

Hats

Students are to remove their hats upon entering the school. Students are not Permitted to wear hats in classrooms or at

assemblies.
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:iueer\/ision

Students may use the gym onlg if a teacheris there to supcrvisc.

Studcnts must have the written consent of Parcnts, and the teacher should be aware, before students leave the school grounds
during the lunch Period.

Students remaining in the classroom &uring recess Periods must have their teacher's Permission and/or a valid note from parents

ancl must ]:)C SUPCrViSCd.

TOL} Wcapons

Weapons (incluc{ing tog weaPons> are not Permit’ced on the school grounds‘

Rcspcct for Fropertq

Evergone is exPected to cooperate in keeping the school bui!ding and grouncls free of litter.

Students are advised not to bring ]arge sums of money, or cxpensivc valued toys, or Walkmans,/MFP» Flagers to school. T hese
items are attractive and do get lost, mislaid or broken. The school cannot take responsibilitg for any lost or stolen items.

Studcnts must not use someone else’s Posscssions unless theg have Pcrmission.

Vandalism of school property creates additional cost to the School District and extra work for the custodian.
Farents/custodians will be held resPonsible along with their child for the cost of rePairing damage or vandalism of school

Propertg.
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Playground E_quipmcnt

Stuclcnts are cxpccted to use Plaggrounc} cquipmcnt in a safe and rcsponsiblc manner.

SOOOOOOEOE

Hockeq Court; Thc hockcy court will remain open as long as students can demonstrate the abi!itg to P!ag hockcy in a manner

that is safe and resPonsib]e. SlaPshots (high sticks) nor any dangcrous sl’:ots/Plags are not Pcrmittccl.

TR
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FLAYGROUND SUFERVISION

T here is no formal Playground suPcrvision schedule for staff
Prior to 840 am. | eachers are in the building preparing
assignments and learning activities, or Par’cicipating in
meetings. Farents are encouraged to Plan to have their

children arrive at school just prior to the 8:40 a.m. buzzer. At

recess, one teacher and when Possib]e the principal are

suPer\/ising on the grouncls.

During noon recess, three Noon [Hour Supervisors are

hired by the school district to Provide suPervision.

After school, teachers are working with late finishers,
Providing extra heip) marking and Perporming other related

classroom duties. No staff member is assigned supervision

duties after school. At 2:30 p-m. dismissal, we expect

students to go home, to their clagcarc or a sitter, or to be
under the care and supervision of their parent or someone
designatecj bg the parent. Students wishing to Plag on
school grouncls after must Ffirst go home and rec]ucst

Parcntal Pcrmission.
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This Permission is given with the understanding that the
school is not prowding c/utq and cannot be held rcsponsif)/c

for the safctc/ of . any child not accompan/ca’ 51,/ a rcsponsfé/c
adult.

DUSSTUDENTS =

Supervision is Provic{ecl after school, forbus students, until
such time as the bus dcpar’cs F]easant \/a”cg. Bus students
must P189 on the Paved area and/or Plaggroun& equipment

so that suPervision bg one individual is manageable. There

is no supervision in the hockey court area either before or

after school.

N ot Sl ot s ot
—— ——— s ——
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HOMEWORK POLICY

Homework is a task assignecl to the student to do on
his/her own time, after school hours, as an extension of
his/her classroom work.  Students in the intermediate
grades may have homework. [Jomework in the primary
gra&es will onlg be that which is arrangccl between the

teacher and Parent.

Pleasant VValley Elementary Parent & Student Handbook

/—/OMCWOFA can AC ofmanﬂ t:yFCS:

° comp]ction of tasks

° ]ong range Projects

° reading’

° clai]g or week]y reinforcement or Practice of newlg~

learned skills
[ eachers assign homework with the /mpc of:

° encouraging sehc-discipline and resPonsibi]itg

° Fostering goocl stuclg habits

r}omcwork can also keep Parcnts informed of the work being
done bg students. F]ease take the time to check over your
child's homework to make sure that it is comp!ctcd

satisgactorilg.

]t is recommended that all students set aside a certain time
and Placc each da9 for c]oing scl‘xoolwork, whether assigned
or not. Homework is not a Punishment ]t helPs students

clevelop resPonsibi!itg for their own ]earning

16



ABSENTEF PHONING

Each moming our secretary will Phone the home of any
student who is absent; unless Parcnts have Phonec{ the
school to indicate that the child will not be in attendance.
Tl"liS service is for the Protection of the students, ensuring
that each student who leaves for school in the moming

arrives at school.

Farents are asked to advise the school }DH Phone 3904027
or note Prior to 840 am. if tlﬂeg expect their child to be
absent that dag. ]t rea”q hclps the secretary if you can leave

a message prior to 8:00 am on the schools answering machine

if you know your child id going to be absent. T his will save

the secretary from having to phone you! Secretarial time is

at a premium, as you can well appreciate!

We thank you very much for your help with this simple

matter! @

Students who arrive late for school are cxpcc’tcd to check in

at the office to advise that ’ci’]eg are Present.
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PICKINGUF STUDENTS

If you are sending someone to Pick up your children, Pleasc

inform the office or your child's teacher.

ATTENDANCE

Students are expected to be in attendance each school dag
unless they are ill or irjurecl, or unless there is a serious
illness in the Fami]g. A note or a Plﬂone call is rcquestcd n

the case of student absenteeism, or when students wish to

]cave ear]y 1Cor a doctor or c{entist aPPointment.

17



time. | his encourages students to c!cvelop lhce]ong habits of

Promptness‘

Students who arrive late often disrup’c the opcration of the
classroom. Tlﬁeg require the attention of their teachers or
classmates to assist them in getting started on their
assignments or to re—teach all or part of a lesson, this

clisruPts the ’ceachirxg and leaming for other students.

Students who arrive late will be required to request a late
sliP from the office upon their arrival. An aPProPriatc
consequence (i.e. detention to make up lost time) will result if

students are chronica”g late.
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LOST and FOUND

The Lost and Founc{ box is located in the ha”wag near the

office. ]tcms are kcpt there for several months. chcorc
taking items to a charitg organization, students are given the

oPPortunity to review the contents of the box.

F]ease Placc name labels on all items left at school and all
items taken on and off at school such as bootsJ shoes,
sweatshirts and coats. T}‘vc Lost and Found box is

grequentl}j overﬂowing’.

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES:

FIRE DRILL S

All schools conduct fire drills several times throughout the
year. Ang continuous ringing of the fire bell must be treated
as a real emergency (as it well could be). Fupils evacuate the
school in a quiet, orcler13 fashion and gathcr at a clesignatecl
Place at a safe distance from the building.

G

= =)
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CARTHOUAKE DRILE

m&mgﬂ;
([l

Ear’chquake drills will be conducted during the school year.
Students will Practice the “duck and cover’ Proceclure as
well as how to sa]celg evacuate the building and Procccd to a
designatcc! gathcring sight away from buildings and overhead
power lines.

Student Kelease f:orms must be comp!ctcd and updatcd bg
all parents, as in the event of an car’chquakcj students will be

released onlﬂ to the in&ividual(s) listed on this form.

Individual student ear’chquake kits will be returned to
students each fall and Parents will be asked to uP&ate the
contents. Families new to the school will receive the

information needed to put togethcr a kit for their
Chil&/children.

EMERGENCY CI OSURE POLICY

Occasiona”y schools are temPorarilg closed on short notice

FOF emergencg reasons. A heavg snowFa” is the most

Pleasant VValley Elementary Parent & Student Handbook

?reciuen’c reason for emergency school closure but individual

schools can also be closed because of a power outage or

furnace breakdown.

Farents should be aware that all SCI’IOOIS, or individual

schools, can be closed due to an emergency at any time. ]n

addition, schools closed in the morning may re--open in the

afternoon. The go”owing emergency school closure

situations are Possib]e:

e school bus morning runs may be cancelled but schools
may stay oPen*

e both schools and bus runs may be cancelled in the

morning.

*Announccmcnts will be made EL/ 645 a.m. on Jocal radio

stations i.e.)

The Wave 102.3
e S schools closed in the momirxg may re--open in the

afternoon if conditions imProve. Announcements will be
made on local radio stations bg i1 am.

schools may be dismissed during the clag, and students sent
home. Radio stations will have announcements. lndivic{ua!
schools will attempt to noti{:y parents. Farcnts should make
sure the school has current te]ephone numbers and that

students have an alternate P]ace to go, if necessary.
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STUDENT HE AL TH

[lness

]n fairness to everyone, Plcasc do not send your child to
school if there are definite signs of ill health in the morning.
We have neither the facilities nor the Pcrsormc! to care for
sick children. (Good health is necessary for effective
]eaming Students who are ill should receive proper medical

attention and return to school once theg have regained their

health.

Students, who become il cluring the dag, are to inform their
teacher. 5(:}’100! office Pcrsormcl will then contact their
parent and ask that the student be Picked up or given
Parental Permission to go home. (Our Po]icg is to get
students who are ill, home as soon as Possib]c.) For this

reason, it is impor’cant that parents keep work and emergency

PhOﬂC numbers current.
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Procedures in the | vent of Serious |njury
7

Should your child have a serious injurzj during school hours,
the Fo”owing Procedure is followed:

i. The nature and seriousness of the child's injurg is
determined.

2. ]F time is not an imPortant consideration) the home is
contacted and the parent is asked to come for the child.

3. ]1C the home cannot be con’cacted, the emergency number
Provicled to the school is called.

4. |f no contact is made, the school will take the necessary
action to ensure the child gets medical attention. | he
school will continue in its attempt to contact
Parcnt/guardians.

5. |f emergency care is requirecl, the school will responc} as
quicuy as Possible. ]n such cases, the Parent may have to

meet their child at the hospital.
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ADMISTRATION OF MEDICATION

Arrangcmcmts can be made for school Pcrsormcl to
administer clrugs to Pupils, however,

Parents must first provide written authorization and a

current Pharmacq dispcnsine; label (on the APProvccl
SCl'lool District 68 form 3581). | hese forms are

available from the school office.

]Fgour child rcquircs specia] medical consideration of any
i(incl, parents are required to advise the school on the
SCl‘IOOl ]mcormation ]:orm and to inform to the teacher and

the principal.
Chil&ren, at times, require Prescription drugs while at school. P P

Tlﬂcrc are rcgu]ations that must be adhered to for these

circumstances.

Drugs can be dangerous. We do not allow Pupils to carry or
leave drugs at school. Ang drugs should be given to office
Persormel bg the Parent.
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DISTRICTFOLICIES

Our school district has numerous Policies that direct and
saxceguard a school's operation and the students who attend
our school. A comP]ete set of Po]icies are available on line

at the SD 68 webs site if you wish to view them.

www.sdé8portal bc.ca

Below are a few Policies in summary form that the Poard has
asked you be informed of on a 3earlg basis. T he comPlete

Po]icg for each is available on line.

3560 — Parent/Student APPCaIS

According to Poard Polic3 parents have the right to aPPea]
decisions which directly affect the education, health or

Y
saFetg of a student. F’rocedure 5560F advises that the
proper channe”ing of comPlaints involving instruction,

Cliscipline, saxcetg and health is:

a. T eacher
b. School Frincipal
c. Assistant Superintenclent
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d. Superintendent
e. Board of School T rustees

Everg aPPeal to the 5(:!’1001 Board must be commenced ]35
a written Notice of APPeal which shall state:

a) the name and address of the student and/or Parent or
guardian bringing the aPPeal, and where the parent or
guardian is initiating the aPPeal on behalf of the student,
the name of the student;

b) the current Placement of the student (i.e.: school, grade
and homeroom teacher);

c) the decision which is being appealed and the date the
student and/or parent or guardian bringing the aPPeal
was informed of the decision;

cl) the name of the SCI’IOOI Board emplogee(s} who made
the decision being appealecl;

e) the grounds for the aPPea] and the relief sought.

APPCalS shall be directed ’chroug}‘l the Superintendent of
Schools who shall obtain essential information about the

decision being aPPea]ed and the outcome sought }33 the
person aPPea]ing.
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3804 ~ Multicultural E_clucation

The Poard recognizes the role of the school in Promoting
awareness of the multicultural nature of our community and
believes that such awareness will encourage resPec’c for
human dignitg‘ As such, the Boarcl is committed to
Providing school and classroom environments, and
educational Practices leading to respect for the cultural

traditions of all students.

3808 ~ (Cross-(ultural, [ thnic and Race Relations
The Poard recognizes the diverse background of out

district students, staff and community members.

]n order to assure an education which will broaden and enrich
life expericnces of all those served ]33 this school district, the
Boarcl will work to imProve understanding among cultures,
promote respect for Clivcrsitg and combat racism and
discrimination. | he Poard will be sensitive to and ensure
equal rights to individuals of different ethnic backgrouncls

and resist racial bias in any form.

Pleasant VValley Elementary Parent & Student Handbook
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COMMUNICATION

Reporting to Parents

As involved partners in their child's education, parents
matura”g desire and need to know how their child is c{oing in
school. Although Paren’cs and teachers may contact one
another to discuss a child's progress at any time throughout
the school year, three written rcPorts will be issued to

parents during the year. These will be sent home in
November, March and at the end oFJune

Again this year, we will have Parcnt/tcachcr conferences
Prior to the first reporting Pcrioa. This “earlg” conference
Provicles an OPPortunitg for you and your child's teacher to
share insig}‘vts into your child's ]carning and to share
information that will ensure your child’s success as a learner.
As we”, these conferences help to develoP a suPPortive

tcachcr-Parcnt——stuc{cmt relationship.

Kegarcﬂess O]C our regu]ar rePor’cing SCSSiOﬂS, we encourage

Parcnts to contact individual teachers and discuss their

Pleasant VValley Elementary Parent & Student Handbook

child's progress at any time rather than wait until the

scheduled rePorting and conference sessions.
Ncwslcttcrs

We will attempt to send home a montHg newsletter with the
youngest child in each Fami]y. The purpose of these
newsletters is to kecp Parcnts up—~to—~datc on school
programs, activities and sPecial “happenings”. On occasion,
parent inPut is sought on different school issues and a tear-
off 4eedback form” is included in a newsletter. |f you are not
receiving these month]g newsletters Pleasc ask your
youngest child if he/she is remembering to give them to you
or Clrop in to the office to Pick up an extra copgl

24



STUDENT FI ANNEFRS

Stuclcnt F!anncrs are used bg many studcnts, teachers and
parents as an effective communication tool. Students often
note assignments and messages in this book. Teachers and
parents may also write in this book to get messages to and

From SChOO].

Farents can support their children's ]earning by ensuring that
Studcnt F]anncrs are being used }35 the student to record

I"IOI’nCWOI"i{ aﬂCl messages ]COF Parcnts.

Bg C/)CC»élhg the Student [lanner n{g/nf{g and bg helping
your children take resPonsibilitg for bringing his/her Planner
back and forth c{ailg, you can he]P us to enhance home--

school communication.

FAC ~COMMUNITY BULLFTINBOARD

Tum left when you enter the school and walk down the

Iﬁa”wag Past the Kindergarten room and you will see two
bulletin boards with FAC news and many

Postcrs/broclnures adver’cising communitg events le.
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recreational activities, workshops, team regjstration dates

etc. New information is Posted regularlg.

25



STUDENT SUFPPORT SERVICES

The District Provicles a wide range of Student SUPPort
Scrviccs on referral from the classroom teacher amcl/or on
request ]33 parents. Most District Student 5uppor’c
Service program referrals are made on the form Provided }35
the Office of Specia! Services. Al cnquirics rcgarcling
referrals can be directed to:

The District Frincipal of Student Suppor’c Services @
[o4-5521.

SPecia] programs include:

] Altemative [~ ducation Frograms (Rehabilitation)

e /one Support T eachers/Counsellors

° English as a Second Language/ District

° Enrichment/ thted I~ ducation, K—i2

° Aborigina] Education Frograms

o earing Impaired / [tinerant T eacher of the [earing Impaired

] Learning Assistance

° Fsgcho!ogical Services

° SPecia] Frograms (District and / one Resources)

° Speech and Language Therapfj Frogram

° \/isua”g lmpaircd / |tinerant | eacher of the \/isuaﬂy
]mpairecl
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Student Support Services at PN.S.

For those students who are cxPcriencing ]eaming
difficulties, the goal of Student SUPPort Services is to
Provicle assistance to students and teachers which will enable
the student to Participate in the regular classroom as
successncu”g as Possible at their own rate of leaming.
Suppor’c \StaﬁC work co”aborative]y with classroom teachers
to moclhcg and aclapt lcarning activities to meet the students’

ﬂC@ClS.

Fleasant \/a”cg has a flexible, intcgratcd aPProach to
Providing students with extra leaming support. Our
Student SUPPort teachers work close]y with classroom
teachers to determine individual student needs and to
determine the ’cﬁpc of ]eaming suPPor’c that can best meet
these needs. This suPPor’c can be short or 1ong term,
individual or small group focused, classroom-based or
Leaming (Centre-based depending upon need. Student
needs are Priorized and decisions regarding distribution of

]eaming suPPort time are made Fairlg and equitablg 55 the
School Based T eam.
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Gifted / [ nrichment

The ghctccl/enriclﬂmcm teacher works with groups of
Frimar3 and |ntermediate students on enriched Iearning
activities. Students are referred bg their teacher. GrouP
comPosi’cion Changes clePending upon the focus of the
Project bcing undertaken. | he emphasis in this program is
to clevelop thinking and Prob]em-so|ving skills  and

strategies.

Zonc—Bascc’ Studcnt SUPPort Services

Zone~—based means that the individuals who Provide these
services, work within the e]ementarg schools, which “feed”

into the closest SCconc{arg School.

Spccch Therapq

A spccch tlﬂcrapis’t is available to Flcasaﬂt \/a”69 Scl’lool
for a half day each week. The spcecl‘x ’cherapist serves a

wide number of district schools in addition to Fleasant

\/a”eg‘
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Referrals to the spceclﬁ thcrapist can be made c{ircc’c]g bg
Parents or through the classroom teacher. Due to the heavg
cascioad, on!g the more severe cases are taken on a
continuing basis, although a consultative service may be

available FOF l@SS SEevere casces.

/one Support Tcacher/Counsc”or

A\ trained counsellor visits Fleasant \/a”ey three times a
week. Kchrra]s to the Zonc Suppor’t Tcaclﬂcr can be
made directlﬁ }33 a Parent or student or through the
classroom teacher. The /one Suppor’c Teacher works
with Parents and teacl'xcrs, and students. As we”, the /one
Support Teacher liaises with community agencies to

coordinate services to students and their families.

School based counsc”ing is Primari]3 a service to hclp
gamily’s access services in the communitg and to l"lCIP inform

families of a variety of oPtions available to them. Schools do

not offer on going, clinical counsc”ing.




School Psychologist

A school Psyciﬁologist is available to Fleasant Va”eg
School upon a referral being accepted. The Psgchoiogist is
trained fo assess students /carn/h‘g, tiirougii the use of
Psychometric testing, Psgciiologicai tests, interviews,
observations and work sampics. Assessmcnt results are
discussed with Parents, PrinciPal and the child's teaciicr(s) 50
that the information can be used to mOCiii:H anci/or aclaPt
]eaming activities to best meet the student's needs.
Keicerrais to the school Psgciiologist are made tiirougii the

classroom teacher‘

LIBRARY SERVICES PHYI OSOFPHY

Tiie function of our school iibrarg is to Provicie an
informational and enrichment service for the staff and
students utilizing organized materials in all forms througi'i the

direction and guidancc of our teacher—librarian.

|n order to accomplisiﬁ this task, the icoiiowing goals are

integral to our elementarg school iibrarg Phi]osophg:
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a) to work cooperativelg with teachers and Principais in
seiecting a diverse variety of materials which will support
and enrich a curriculum based on varied interests,
abi]ities, and maturitg levels.

b) To create an atmosPiiere which encourages the growtii
of factual imowlecige) litcrary aPPreciation, aesthetic
vaiues, and ethical standards enabling each student to
become aware of the continuing imPortance of knowiedge
in evergdag life.

c) to teach the necessary skills to enable teachers and
students to cxcicectivcig use available materials. To
achieve ti‘:is) the teacher—librarian  will  work
co“aborativclg with the teacher in Plarmirig a logica]
sequence of iearning exPeriences directiy related to the
student's classroom exPeriences.

d) to fulfil the role of resource person by Proviciing teachers
with materials and equipment available.

e) to assist students in the choice of information source so
as to foster an enthusiasm for learning, a critical
judgemen’c of available resources, and a genuine

aPPrcciation of quaii’cg Presentations in the various

media.
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FRENCHAS ASECOND
LANGUAGE (F.S1)

French as a Second Languagc is offered to (Grades 5, 6
and 7 for aPProximatcly 90 -1 10 minutes a week.

VOLUNTARY FXTRA-CURRICUL AR
ACTIVITIES

Fleasant \/a”ey offers a varicty of vo/untaty extra curricular
activities.  As extra curricular activities dcpcncl upon
teachers and parents voluntccring their time, the activities will
reflect the interests and skills of these individuals, as well as
the interest of students. | hese activities enrich the

curriculum and promote a Positivc school environment.
= xtra curricular activities may include: basketball, vo”cgba”,
track and field, cross country, student ]cacicrsl—iip activities,

choir, Primarg games, drama, and running club.

]ntcr-schooi sports at the clcmcn’cary level are intended to

Provide an oPPortunitg for Participants to dcvclop their skill
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level in the activity, to encourage a sense of rcsponsibilitg to
the team or group, to clcvcloP a sense of Plcasure in

Participation, and to Practice good 5Por‘tsmanship.

Fracticcs for these activities take Placc before or after

schooi, or cluring the noon recess.

Activities conducted away from the school are on[g Possibic
with the helP of parent drivers. Flcasc complctc the
\/oluntcer Driver's APPIication found in this handbook if

you are available to assist with transPortation this year.
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PARENTSINVOLVEMENT IN THFE IR
CHIL DREN'S T FARNING

Tcaci'icrs, Principais, and educational support staff are
trained in and have aiways carried the resPonsibiiity for the
education of our students. Farents are recognizeci as

gcnuinc Par’mcrs in the education of their children.

Farent involvement enhances the education of children in
many ways, from helping cach child devclop a strong and
Positive sense of seiic, to i’iclping shape the goais and
Priorities of the school system. A” of this can best be done
when parents, teaci'icrs, and Principa]s are activc]g working

togcther.

A Shared Responsibilitq

Teachers and Principals are responsible for organizing
educational programs that meet the needs of each stucierit,
for assessing and evaiuating student leaming, and for

communicating with Paren’cs about student progress.
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Stucicnts are responsible for making the most of their
educational oPPortunities, for respccting the rights of
others, and for cooPerating with fellow students in the

achievement of their Persorial goais.

The community is responsibic for suppor’cing the school and
Familg i)g Providing children with a i‘iealthg and suPPor’cive

environment.

th You 5houici Be lnvolvccl

Educators recognize that parents are children’s first
teachers. |n their dag~’co~cia5 contact with their child, parents
are natural teaci'iers,Just as children of all ages are natural
learners. As a parent, you can Provicic countless

exPeriences for your child in evergciag life.

You dor’t need sPeciai i(nowiecigc, training or skills. What
counts is the encouragement you give your child to learn
about the ’ci‘iings he or she is interested in, your 5uPPort for
brave attemp‘cs to try sometiﬂng new, and your Plcasurc in

your child’s achievements.
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T hese are immense contributions to your child’s self-esteem,
and that's the essential foundation of every individual’s
clcvciopmcnt and progress through life. lt’s cspccia”g
impor’cant in the earlg years of scl'xooling because of the vast
amount of evidence in&icating that students with low self-
esteem have a hard time develoPing a Positive attitude to
]eaming; also, thcg are not motivated to acquire the skills that

are so imPortant to later learning

]t may seem easler to Providc lcarning cxpcricnces when the
child is very young, but in later years of schooling you can
still help your child in many areas, ie. continuing to
encourage cxploration of iclcas; discussing news events and
local issues; o1cxcering advice aboutjobs, further education,
and career Possibi!ities; and showing Plcasurc in your child’s

achievements.

Fina“g) the School Act encourages both formal and
informal parent Par‘cicipation in the school system, and your
child’s education will be better if you, your child’s teachers,
Teachers and

Principals are skilled ProFessionals, emPathetic towards

and school Principa]s work togcthcr‘

children (or tl‘meg wouldn’t be educators), and in many cases,
theg are Parents too. They have a heavg workload that
won’t get any Iighter in the future. Most will be haPPﬂ to get
as much support and hclp from parents as Possibic.
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How You Can Be lnvolvccl

All parents can get involved in their child’s education. OFf
course, the level of involvement may vary wi&e]g. Often,
there seems to be no end to the demands on a Parent’s time
and energy, cspeciallg for working and single parents. Sti”,
there are a variety of ways, ]arge and sma”, in which you can

contribute to your child’s progress in school.

Here are some Practical ideas, based on the exPeriences of

other Parents:

] Keimcorce the connections between ]eaming at school
and leaming in cvcrgdag life. For example, on weekends
and holidast Familg outings can be “field trips” too,
simplg ]:)3 discussing what you see and do on the triP in
terms of what the child is lcarning at school.
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At home, listen to what your child has to say about

school; talk and discuss school activities toget%er.

(_ommunicate regu]arlg with your child’s teacher,
especia”g it you have any Par’cicular concerns about your

child’s progress. Dort wait until _June....

(Contact with the teacher is esgacia”g valuable at report
card time. Your know(edge of your own child can be an

important element in the evaluation process.

Join your school’s FAC (Farent Advisorg Counci!).

[f Possiblc, 5Penc{ some time in the classroom: volunteer
to help with class or school activities. ]F getting to class is
a Prob]em (ancl it is a very real Problem for working
Paren’cs), there may be oPPortunities to give your child
ideas for a Projec’c or activitg based on your work, or on
any Particu]ar interest, skill, or hobbg you have. You may
be able to Provide relevant P!’xotos, maps, slides, or

videos.

These arejust some of the ways you can work with your
child’s teacher to Provicle the warmest, richest Possib]e

]earning environment for your child. Your interest and
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Pleasure n leaming can be the best motivator for your

child to ]earn, to grow in 561]C~comciderxce, and to become a

happg amc* SUCCCSSXCU] 90Uﬂg PCFSOH.
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FPARENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
(FAQ):

Man3 Fleasant \/a”eg parents support the activities and
programs of the school. Some take on the more formal
responsibilitg of Par‘cicipating as a member of the Farent
Advisory Committee (FAC) This committee has been
involved in fund raising, rcpresenting the school in sa]cctg
related issues, bringing Public information programs to the
parents and examining educational issues and school

Programs/Po]icies.

FAC meetings function as business meetings, with an
elected executive and committee chairpcrsons. [ lections
are norma”g held in December, and the term of office is for
one calendar year. All Pleasant \/a”ey School parents are
cncouragcd and welcome to attend gcncral meetings. ]F you
are interested in more information, Pleasc feel free to call the

school at 3904027,
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SCHOOL FI ANNING COUNCIE
MEMBERS (SFC):

Guidelines for School Planning C ouncils

Scl'lool Flanning Councils;

School Planning councils acknowledge the importance of
Parcntal involvement and formalize the role of parents in

developing Plans to imProvc student achievement in all

schools in Pritish (Columbia.

School Planning councils are aa/wéory bodies. T heir major
resPonsibilit5 is to develop, monitor and review school Plans
for student achievement in consultation with the school

communitg

School P]ans are part of a Provincial accountabi]ity
framework to imProve student results. F!ans deve[opec{ }33
school P]anning councils are connected to district
accountabilitﬁ contracts, Aboriginal enhancement
agreements and the Minis‘cr3 of [” ducation district review
process. These processes collect and ana!gze information
related to student aclﬁicvcment, dcvclop and implemen’c Plans
for imProvement, review results and communicate with the
Pub]ic. Threc parents will be elected to be the SFC fora
one year term Eg the FAC each year.
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PARENT VOLUNTEFRVEHICIFS

Guidelines for Parent Drivers

Man3 of our extracurricular activities and field triPs could
not occur unless we have your support as drivers. |f you are
volunteering to drive, for your Protection and that of

students, you should be aware of the to”owing:

i. The B.C. minimum third party Iiabilitg insurance is
requirecl. ]nsurance coverage }Degond this is carried bg
the Boarcl and the Provincia] government.

2. \/oiunteer vehicles are not to carry in excess of the
number of passengers Prescribed bg law. Tt\ere must be
one seatbelt for each passenger.

3. Under no circumstances should the number of
passengers exceed nine.

4. The vehicle must meet all standard satety requirements‘

5. Farent drivers must complete and sign the aPPropriate
forms and adhere to the Kegulations stated on the

\/o!unteer Driver APPlication Form.
Ttlese forms are available at the office.

chu[atfon to note: Ct‘nitdren under 5'5"% or less than 12
years old must NOT be transPortecl in the front seat if the
vehicle is equiPPed with a Passenger‘s side airbag.
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ASSEMDILIFS

Assemhlies are a good ]earning experience for both
Pertormers and audiences. Assemb]ies are held for a varietg

O]C PUFPOSCS. ]:OF examPle:

#F  toshare [Tine Arts Pertormances
”F guest sPeaker Presentations
ZF to promote school sPirit

For the Pertormer tne/stle can deve]oP:
Py Poise
¥ oice Projection
2 skillin Public sPeaking

For the auclience, tl‘neg learn good audience behaviour such
as:
#¥  how to enter and leave the gym inan order|9 manner
fr howsit quiet!y adlistenina respecttu! manner
£+ howand whento applaud aPPropriatelg
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FLEASANT VALLEY SCHOOL
AWARDS - Mz:ljor Awards

Citizenship Award
This award is sPonsored bg the Lantzvi”e Legion. A $50
certificate is awarded to the selected student. A member of

the Lantzvi”c Legion contacts the school in June and

attends the final assemble to Presen’c this award.

Criteria: | his award is Prcscntec{ to a student who:
° se]]c—managcs his,/her behaviour
] clisPlays emPathy
® s respcct{:ul of the rigl'vts an oPinions of others
e s helpxcu] and winingig assists others
® isa Positive role model
° aPPIies himself /herself consistcntlg to his/her

studies

Scholastic Award

(Criteria: | his award is Presented to a student who:

° aPPlies himse]p/hersehc consistentlg to his/%er
academic studies

o excelsinallacademic areas
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Achievement Award
(riteria: | his award is Prcscntec{ to a student who:

o has consistentlg applied himself /herself  to
academic studies
e who has made exceptional progress during the
year
Athletic Award

Cl‘itcrl:a: This award is Preseﬂted to a student who

combines the Fo”owing three attributes:
o kil
° Participation
° sPortsmanshiP

Service Award

Criteria: | his award is Prcscntec{ to a student who:

° l'las, on an ongoing ]Dasis, wi“inglg served F’lcasant

Valley School

e has been motivated to hclp with generous intent

and no expectation of a reward

Fine Arts Award

Criteria: | his award is Presentccl to a student who:

° displags talent in the field of music, art or drama
e who has shared their talent ancl/or subjectecl it to

the aPPrcciation of others
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