Making a Case for Digital Learning

The Jordan District site at http://t4.jordan.k12.ut.us/t4/component/option,com_frontpage/Itemid,1/
If you haven’t seen their signature video, Pay Attention, you need to.   

Preparing for the future at http://doug-johnson.squarespace.com/blue-skunk-blog/2006/1/19/i-will-as-a-teacher.html
His challenge begins, “Let’s have a little competition at school and get ready for the future.  I will use a laptop and you will use a pen and pencil…”  It’s downright scary when you see it presented like this.

Educational Vodcasting at http://educationalvodcasting.com/
Two brilliant high school chemistry teachers have completely switched the lecture at school/homework at home paradigm.  Their students watch the lecture at home as a vodcast (on computer, iPod, or DVD).  The students then have 75 minutes of class time at school to do the labs and problems with two teachers helping.  Click on “sample podcast” to hear how they did it and how they proved its effectiveness.

Mark Prensky’s site at http://www.marcprensky.com/writing/
Futurist Mark Prensky coined the term Digital Native to describe students who grew up using technology.   He explains how the use of digital media has changed not only the students’ preferences and approaches, but how it has rewired their brains.  His classic paper on Digital Natives/Digital Immigrants  is downloadable from this website, along with many of his other presentations and writings about how to design education for digital students.

The Shifthappens wiki at http://shifthappens.wikispaces.com/
If you get an advertising page, go to http://shifthappens.wikispaces.com/Other+presentations and then you can navigate back to the home page.   The Other Presentations link on this site contains a treasure trove of videos and great conversation starters by education tech gurus such as Karl Fisch, Scott McLeon, David Warlick, Ian Jukes, and Willard Daggett.   The medieval training video, Introducing the Book, is hilarious.
