Fairview Community School Newsletter #1
September 8, 2009 
	[image: image1.jpg]



	205 Howard Avenue

Nanaimo, BC

V9R 3R3

Phone (250) 753-3418

Fax (250) 741-1250
	Principal: Karina Younk

Secretary: Anette Hjort
Community School Coordinator: Linda Manarin


	Welcome to a new school year!
I am excited and proud to be principal. Fairview Community School is an amazing place to work and learn because of the people who put in the time, effort, and caring to make this school special.

Many individuals work hard to support our school community! Mrs. Manarin and the Parents Advisory Committee ensure Fairview is an active school. Thanks to a devoted group of parents who work with Mrs. Manarin, we have weekly Souper Wednesdays, a Christmas Craft Fair and turkey luncheon, and monthly movie nights. The PAC volunteers also worked long hours to collect the funds for the playground equipment and participate in our School’s Planning Council. The first PAC meeting is on Sept. 14 at 6:30 pm in the staff room – come join us! There is child-minding available.
Teachers and educational assistants, too, are hard at work contributing to our school. Thanks to their efforts, we have choir and ukulele, after-school art classes, art supplies for our school, yoga mats and books, a website, a community garden, the salmon enhancement project, morning, lunch, and after-school sports activities and teams, and access to technology in every classroom.
We are also excited to have some experienced staff members starting at Fairview Elementary School:  Ms. Annette Favelle, Ms. Sue Gardner, Ms. Val Martineau, Ms. Jennifer Stringer, Ms. Cathy Wilson, and educational assistants Sarah Griffin and April Westwood.
Our educational assistants, support staff, and support teachers are watching over your children, too. So how would you like to add to our school this year? We can always use volunteers!
Karina Younk, Principal
	School Organization for 2009-2010

We hope to have district approval for our final student placements by next Monday. Based on June’s enrolment, this is our plan for divisions and teachers for this school year:

Div. 1 Mrs. Gardner
Grade 6/7
Room 202

Div. 2 Mr. Biggs
   
Grade 6/7
Room 103

Div. 3 Ms. Brayden   
Grade 5/6
Room108

Div. 4 Ms. James     
Grade 4/5
Room 148

Div. 5 Mrs. Currie      
Grade 4/5
Room 141

Div. 6 Mrs. Askham
Grade 3
Room 145

Div. 7 Mrs. Rogerson
Grade 2/3
Room 102

Div. 8 Mrs. Sen

Grade 2
Room 150

Div. 9 Mrs. Reid

Grade 1
Room 105

Div. 10 Ms. Carruthers
Grade K/1
Room 146

Div. 11 Ms. Favelle 
Kindergarten
Room 143

Educational Assistants 
Mrs. Donna Manson, Mrs. Jennifer Bergen, Mrs. Patti Lockhart, Mrs. Shannon McIntosh, Mrs. Sharon Hiles, Mrs. Janette Laitinen, Ms.  Judy Johnson, Mrs. Cathy Leavitt, Mr. Jay Vink, Ms. Sarah Griffin, Ms. April Westwood
Support Staff

Mrs. Linda Manarin, School Coordinator

Mrs. Anette Hjort, Secretary

Mrs. Megan Hannon, School Support

Ms. Louise Ross, School Support

Mrs. Mary O’Brien, ESL/ESD, Language Arts
Mrs. Val Martineau, Librarian, Numeracy
Mrs. Cathy Wilson, Band and Music

Mrs. Jennifer Stringer, Aboriginal Education

Mrs. Cathy Brocklehurst, Strong Start 

Mr. Nick Marchese, Custodian

Ms. Sarah Marshall and TBA, 
           Noon Hour Supervisors

District Staff

Mr. Bruce Nirmal, Psychologist

Mr. Scott, Speech and Language Pathologist

Mrs. Power, Counsellor

             Mrs. Damsgaard, Child and Family Support 
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	Instructional Hours
Warning Buzzer
8:45

Morning Session Begins
8:50 

Lunch Recess
11:30

Warning Buzzer
12:05


Afternoon Session Begins
12:10

Read Aloud/Lunch                  
12:10-12:25

(Instructional time)

Afternoon Recess   
             1:30-1:45

*Early Dismissal (Fridays only)
1:30
Mon-Thursday Dismissal
  2:45

AM Kindergarten (M-F)
  8:50- 11:25

PM Kindergarten (M, T, Th)     
 12:10-2:45

   Wednesdays (not Fridays)
  8:50-2:45

Office Hours

The office is open 8:00 am to 3:30 pm daily; closed for lunch from 12:30-1:00 pm.
Dates to Note
Parent (PAC) Meeting: 6:30-8 pm, Mon., Sept. 14
Power of One Presentation: 12:30-2:45, Sept. 16

Open House:  6:30-7:30 pm, Thurs., Sept. 24

Thursday, September 24

Terry Fox Run: Fri., Sept. 25

Friday, September 25

Professional Development Day: Mon., Sept. 28

Garden Clean-Up: Sat., Oct. 3

Thanksgiving: Mon., Oct. 12

Souper Wednesdays Start: Wed., Oct. 14

Professional Development Day: Fri., Oct. 23
Visitors and Volunteer Sign-In

We ask that all visitors and volunteers sign in and out of the office and that they wear an identification badge, available from the secretary while in the school. 

Traffic Safety Reminders

With students returning to school, we are concerned about traffic safety. Please be cautious when driving near the school. Even though kids may know the traffic safety rules, they don’t always remember to follow them. If we all exercise caution, we can reduce the chances of someone becoming injured. The drive-through (red painted curb) is for 60 second drop-off and pick-up only. It is mandatory that this lane stay clear for buses and emergency vehicles. Please Use the parking stalls or park across the street if you need to leave your vehicle or wait.

	Opening Week
Students in grades 1-7 attend for regular hours. They will spend the week getting to know their teachers and peers while classes are organized. For the first week, Kindergarten teachers have scheduled 30 minute interviews for each student and parent. All Kindergarten students will be in their regular schedule starting Monday, September 14.
Welcome Back Pancake Breakfast!
On Friday, September 11, staff members expect to serve over 300 breakfasts to Fairview Community School students and their families. We look forward to seeing you there! This is a great way to start the school year and to meet or reconnect with other families! We would also like to express our many thanks to Quality Foods who are providing us with the supplies for the breakfast. Next time you shop at QF, please thank the staff for being such great school supporters.
Student Information Forms

This week students will bring home a form that must be completed on both sides and returned to school by Friday, September 11. The information on this form is important at any time, but vital in an emergency. Please think about the following questions as you complete the form:

1. Is all of the emergency contact information up-to-date?

2. If you were not at home, who would your child call? Is that information listed?

3. Does your child have any medical issues or learning concerns that the school needs to know about?

4. If your child does a project or participates in a school event, would you like to see his or her picture and work on the school website? In the local newspaper? On TV?

5. Are you able to volunteer your time as a driver for field trips? Do you have adequate insurance coverage?  

Attendance
We expect students to attend every school day. 

Please see that your child is at school before the bell rings at 8:45. If your child is sick or has an appointment and will be late, please call the school or send a note with another child.  
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	Strong Start

Cathy Brocklehurst runs the Strong Start Centre for parents and pre-schoolers. Hours of operation are 8:45-11:45 on school days. Snacks are provided. 

School Planners

Once again, students will be using planners as a home-school communication. Please ask your child to see the planner each day after school and empty the backpack to find the homework! 
Open House
All families are invited to come to Fairview Community School’s Open House from 6:30-7:30 PM on Thursday, September 24th.  This is a great opportunity to visit your child’s classroom and say hello to his/her teacher.  We encourage you to ask general questions about the programs and curriculum for the year.  This is not the time for specific discussions about individual students.  Please set up an appointment with teachers if you wish to share information about your child.  Don’t forget to enter our turkey draw with Mrs. Manarin!


School Website

Are you looking for:

· The dates and times for school events?

· For educational links?
· For examples of student projects?
Then please check our school website at http://schools.sd68.bc.ca/fair .
Terry Fox Run

Please mark your calendars on Friday, September 25th for our Terry Fox Run at Fairview.  Students will meet in the gym to view a video of Terry Fox and to sing the song written by former vice-principal, Mr. Roszmann.  We are requesting students and families bring coins to donate as they enter the gym.  All students will participate in a run around school property in honour of Terry Fox. You are welcome to run with them! 

Inter-School Team Sports

In September and October, the inter-school team sports are cross-country, soccer (girls), and flag football (boys).  Thank you to Mr. Vink and Mr. Biggs for volunteering to coach our grade 6/7 students on these teams.  Schedules and permission slips will be sent home next week.  Games begin the last week in September. 
	School Goals for 2009-2010

Our literacy goal is to improve students’ writing fluency and creative expression.

Our numeracy goal is to improve students’ ability to understand patterns and resolve mathematical problems by using a variety of strategies involving numbers, objects, words, and pictures.
These goals include strategies for incorporating our universal design for learning project.

Welcome Back From Fairview PAC
            Wow, is it September already?  I would like to welcome back all former students & staff and send out a big hello to our new students & staff.  


Fairview Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) Executive for 2009-10 are currently myself, Mairi Dunn, as Chairperson, Monika Keith as Vice-Chair,  Pippa Warhurst as Treasurer & Carrie Green as Secretary.  Members-at-Large include Carmen Moore, Claudia Ober, Pam Schilling, Katie Stant & Karla Stant.  Thank you ladies for all of your time.  We have a dedicated group that help to organize many of the events that make our school special.  This includes pizza days, Winter Olympics, Christmas turkey lunch, etc.  With government cut backs it seems as if the only role of a parent committee is to fundraise so that our students are able to take part in events such as swimming lessons, Port Theatre presentations, etc.  This year’s PAC has many wonderful FUNdraising ideas & we would love your input & your help.  So if you have a bit of free time please volunteer to help at some of these events.  


We will be holding our first PAC meeting of the year on Monday, September 14th at 6:30pm.  Please mark it on your calendar.  As always we will have free child minding (in the kindergarten classroom) during the meeting & pizza to snack on if you are hungry.  It will be a wonderful opportunity to meet with our school administrator & to see some of the new things that will be offered at our school this year.  


An ongoing goal that I have is that at least one parent from each division attends PAC meetings.  Why not make it your goal to attend at least one of our 10 meetings this school year?  The more members we have the better we can embody what our school needs & wants are.  If you need more information please contact me 250-741-1668 or FairviewPAC@gmail.com.

Sincerely, Mairi Dunn, PAC Chairperson
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	Community School News 
from Linda Manarin

After School Computer Club
Computer access afterschool will begin Wednesday, September 16, 3:00-4:30 pm. 

Ms. Downie is back to assist students and parents with their computer skills.

Good Food Box
Orders for Good Food Boxes from Nanaimo Foodshare can be placed with Linda Manarin at the end of each month. A box of fruits & vegetables costs $10. Delivery to the school is the second Wednesday of each month. For delivery on Wednesday October 14, leave your order at the office by Wednesday, September 30. 
“Souper” Wednesday
This popular lunch program will begin Wednesday, October 14. Soup & a bun will be sold for 50 cents. Milk/chocolate milk will be sold for $1. Service will begin at 11:30 am in the multipurpose room. Any parents interested in helping out with this program may contact Linda Manarin, Community School Coordinator.

Christmas Craft Club
This hands-on craft-creating group will begin Wed., Oct. 14, 3:00-5:00 pm in the multi-purpose room with Mrs. Manarin. Cost: $5 for 8 weeks. Students aged 10 and up may register with Mrs. Manarin before September 17. Registration is limited to 10 students. This is not a drop in program. Our club hosts the Christmas Craft Sale set for Tuesday, December 15. 

Foodsafe
A foodsafe course will be offered Monday, November 2 and Wednesday, November 4 from 6:00-9:30 pm. Foodsafe is appropriate for anyone 12 years of age and up. Cost: $20 for students, $35 for adults. This is an excellent opportunity to do some upgrading for the food service industry. Contact Linda Manarin, (250)741-1250 to register by Thursday, October 27!


	Summer Programs

Summer at Fairview Community School saw 25-50 students every day during July attending activities offered. We would like to extend our many thanks to our community sponsors for supporting the Harewood Family of Community Schools:

· Altrusa sponsored the Summer Reading Camp

· Nanaimo Rotary, Runners of Compassion, and Knights of Columbus sponsored the fun for all camps.

Family Movie Night

The first Movie Night of this school year will be Friday, October 30, 6:30 - 8:00 pm.  Admission is free and a concession is available.  Bring your blanket and pillow and enjoy the big screen.  All students must be accompanied by a supervising adult.
Head Lice

We are thankful for the parent volunteers who help with courtesy head lice checks.  Treating head lice can be consuming and a nuisance but it is extremely important we deal with it in an effective manner. Breaking the cycle is the most important thing you can be done at home.  It takes about 7 days for a nit to hatch and then another 7-10 days before an adult lays more eggs on more heads!  Then the cycle begins again.  Lice and nits need treatment (your choice) and constant checking/combing to keep them reduced and eliminated.  Ways to reduce the spreading of head lice include: keeping long hair braided or in a pony tail, using hair gel (not liked by lice), using hair conditioner daily (lice can’t cling to hair), and not sharing personal items like combs, brushes, hats, or hoodies.  If you detect head lice, a few cleaning steps also need to occur in the home such as washing bedding and clothing.  Putting a treated head on an untreated pillowcase is only adding to the condition not eliminating it!  Be vigilant, check and treat to take care of this problem. Let’s try to eliminate head lice at Fairview this year.  It is everyone’s responsibility to deal with it!




VOLUNTEER FORM

2009-2010
I would like my name added to the Fairview PAC volunteer list.

PARENT NAME: ________________________________________

STUDENT NAME(S): ____________________________________

TELEPHONE: ___________________________________________

Please detach & return to the office.  Someone will contact you to find out what your interests are and when you would be available.  Thank you in advance for your help.

Sincerely,

Mairi Dunn

PAC President

Here are just a few of the areas where we can always use volunteers. Please check off any that interest you and feel free to add others.
	
	Soup preparation (Wednesdays)
	
	Photocopying newsletters, forms

	
	Pizza lunches (once a month)
	
	Filing catalogues and flyers

	
	Library helper
	
	Making ice & other office tasks

	
	Laminating
	
	Field trip chaperones

	
	Recycling (sorting)
	
	Assistant Coaching for ___________

	
	Listening to students read
	
	Fundraising 

	
	Volunteer drivers
	
	Boys’ Group Mentors

	
	Sorting books for the literacy bins
	
	PAC Committee Work

	
	Monthly Movie Nights
	
	Terry Fox Run

	
	Grade 7 Farewell Celebration
	
	Fun Day

	
	Christmas Concert
	
	Parent Supervisor for Swimming 

	
	Track and Field
	
	Other: ___________________________








