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Mark your 2010 calendars with the these upcoming events
PAC meeting – Monday, January 11, 6:30 pm. All parents are welcome to attend!

Souper Wednesdays –January 6 – April 28, 11:15-12:05 pm. Soup and bun are 50¢; milk is $1. 
Month-End Friday Night Movies – Jan. 29 (G-Force is the movie this month). Other movie nights will be Feb. 26, Mar. 26, and April 30.
Good Food Box - The January order is due Fri. Jan. 8 for Wed. Jan. 13 delivery. Orders are due at the beginning of each month for mid-month delivery. See Mrs. Manarin or come to the office to order the $10 bag of delicious fruits and vegetables.
Red Cross Babysitter’s Course—the next course for students aged 11-13 will be over 4 days, Jan. 18, 19, 25, & 26, 4-7 pm, in the library.  Cost is $20.  Students must attend all 4 sessions to receive their certificate.  Forms are available from Mrs. Manarin or at the school office.  Registration deadline is Thursday, January 14, 2010. 
Parent, Child Mother Goose Sessions for 2-4 year olds run January 12 until March 23 from 6:15-7:15 pm. Call the school to register. There will not be a session March 9 during Spring Break. Our Ready Set Learn Event will be March 30, 6:15-7:15 pm.
February Professional Development Days are February 22 and 23. Students do not attend. 

Spring Break is March 6-14. 

Easter weekend is April 2-5. 
	Fairview’s Olympic Torch Reading Challenge

By Mrs. Martineau, our Librarian

To start 2010 off with a bang, Fairview students and staff are taking part in our own version of the Olympic Torch Relay with a reading challenge. Students each received a log sheet to record their home reading between Jan.5-Feb.5. Each week, students are asked to add up their weekly minutes read and return their reading torches to the library for a draw.  For every minute read, students will receive 1 km on the Olympic Torch Reading Challenge route. Our goal is to cover the 45,000 km of the route in one month. 

Classes are also taking part in a classroom reading challenge. The class that reads the most for the month will receive a pizza party.  Other prizes include a Gold, Silver and Bronze medal for the top readers in primary and intermediate. Be sure to get your torch minutes in each Friday to be eligible for the weekly draws! 

Drop by the library to see the map of Canada and follow us as we read across the country and back. Thanks so much to my Gr. 6/7 Language Arts class for creating the map, working out the statistics and presenting at our assembly. I would also like to thank Olympic Torch bearers and NDSS students Darian Sport-Maxwell (a former Fairview student) and Donna Hansey (a former Georgia Avenue student) for taking part in our kick off assembly and spending time in classrooms speaking about their torch-bearing experience.

Happy Reading everyone!

Rainbows will be starting new sessions soon. Rainbows provides support group sessions for children experiencing a loss. If your child is having difficulty coping with a separation, divorce, death or other loss please contact the school counsellor, Janice Power to register.
Sport Fit Challenge, January 20-21st 

Grade 6 and 7 students will be learning the challenges and teaching them to other students. At the end of the fitness challenge, students will come away with an understanding of which sports they could do well playing.
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	Good Readers Read More 

Thanks to parents for your support with the Olympic Relay Reading Challenge. A state-wide study done in California showed that students “who scored better than 90% of their peers read for more than 20 minutes a day (about 1.8 million words a year) while those at the 50th percentile or the average range read only 4.6 minutes a day (282 000 words yearly)” Overcoming Dyslexia by Sally Shaywitz.
Boys’ Group 

Last year we received a grant for this pilot project. It was so successful thanks to everyone who took part that we are starting up once again at the end of January. One of our child and youth care practicum students, Vance Bourbandy will be coordinating this group. We could use extra adult mentors so if you know men who have time, skills and who like to work with boys, please let Karina or Vance know. The group will be doing their weekly activities on Fridays from 1:30-3:30. 

Parent Advisory Committee 

· We will be selling “Fairview Wear” t-shirts, hoodies, sweatpants and maybe more. More information to follow! 
· As always, we would love to see any of you at one of the monthly PAC meetings.  The next PAC meeting will be held Monday, January 11th at 6:30 pm.  There is free child minding in the kindergarten room during the meeting.  So many people tell me “Oh I always forget about the meeting” or “I just saw the notice the day after the meeting.”  If you would like an email or phone call reminding you of the meeting, just let me know & I will be happy to jog your memory.
· Each Saturday Fairview PAC is hosting a meat draw at the Tenth Street Tavern in Chase River between 1:30-4:00.  This fundraiser allows us to purchase new team uniforms.  If you have a few hours to spare and could come down and help sell tickets we would appreciate it.  Just leave a note in the office or contact me at home 250-741-1668.

Mairi Dunn
250-741-1668

PAC Chair       fairviewpac@gmail.com 
	Assessment Debates
In January and February all grade 4 and 7 students in British Columbia will be taking the provincial foundations skills assessments (FSAs) in reading comprehension, writing and numeracy. This year the FSAs will be administered between January 18 and February 26. A walk-through of the assessment is available on-line at http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/assessment/
fsa/sample_tests.htm. These assessments provide a snapshot of information that gives parents, teachers and schools an example of how our students are doing compared with their peers across the province. 

There is a great deal of debate around the FSA and central to this debate is their use by the Fraser Institute to publish the performance rankings for all schools in the province. Any researcher will concur that there are many factors that impact student success at school. In order to obtain an accurate picture of how well our students are doing, we need to use many assessment tools and strategies. The FSA is only one snapshot and generally everyone agrees that it is unfair to rank schools based on a single assessment. 
At Fairview, the daily work teachers, families, and educational assistants do with our students is really what helps them become successful citizens in society. As a staff, we are continually looking for ways to better meet the learning needs of our students. We use a school-wide write twice a year to look for areas where we need to spend extra time supporting student writing. We use the district assessments for reading and math to look at areas where we can improve learning. We have weekly school-based team meetings and meetings with staff members to discuss ways to support our kids.  Teachers make adjustments every day to their programs so that students can be successful. They also have regular conversations with students and parents. 
No single assessment could ever describe our students’ gifts, talents, and challenges. We encourage our students to give their best effort in all they do and to be proud of all of their accomplishments! Thank you for your support.








