Kurzweil 3000 Resources
Kurzweil is an integrated scan/read/write program.   It can be used as a teaching tool or to scaffold student learning.   Kurzweil is ideal for quickly scanning a handout or worksheet in class.  It is time-consuming to scan and edit larger amounts of text, so it is better to acquire the e-text versions of novels and textbooks if possible.  You can import any Word, .txt or .pdf format document into Kurzweil.
You can use Kurzweil tools to read a document (or the web) and look up definitions and synonyms of words.  You can highlight vocabulary or notes on the page and extract those to a separate file.  You can also scan in a worksheet, test, or curriculum organizer and add text, highlights, or voice notes to the page.  Kurzweil text files can be quickly turned into audio files.  Kurzweil provides writing supports including spell-check, typing echo, word prediction, and custom vocabulary lists.  Teachers can annotate Kurzweil documents with bubble notes, text notes, or voice notes to guide student learning.

Kurzweil 3000 and UDL at http://www.kurzweiledu.com/files/udl.pdf
Kurzweil will be an important application in the BC UDL project.  This handout describes features of Kurzweil which support students’ recognition, strategic, and affective networks.
ARC BC at http://www.setbc.org/setinfo/arcbc/
The Provincial Centre for the Visually Impaired (PRCVI) and SET-BC are cooperating to create e-text versions of textbooks and novels in text and Kurzweil format.  This is currently being beta-tested by 8 school districts and will be ready for roll-out in January 2009.  Available to BC educators only.
Kurzweil Classic Literature CD at http://www.kurzweiledu.com/files/classicliterature.pdf
The Kurzweil Classic Literature CD ships with Kurzweil.  The CD contains over 3,000 titles of books which are now in the public domain because their copyright has expired.  This link contains the index to the CD.  These titles are also available online at site such as Gutenberg, but using the CD saves having to download them.  If you want to use the Kurzweil Study Tools with these files, make sure you convert them to KESI format by running them through the KESI Virtual Printer.  If you simply open them in Kurzweil using the Open Button, some of the Study Tools will be grayed out.
CurriculumSet at www.setbc.org
From the main page, go to CurriculumSET and search for “Kurzweil”.  Here you will find a set of 30 graphic organizers, the B.C. Road Sense manual, and the Fisheries and Oceans Primary and Intermediate Salmonids in the Classroom Unit Handouts already converted to KESI format in addition to several other activities.  
BC UDL Lessons using Kurzweil at http://www.setbc.org/bcudl/
Several lessons using Kurzweil have been posted here.  Enter “Kurzweil” in the Search the Repository field and press Go.  You do not need to be a registered user to browse and download lessons and files.  However, you do need the Kurzweil program to open the .kes files.
SET-BC online demonstrations and tutorials at www.setbc.org
From the main page, go to the Learning Centre and click on “K” for Kurzweil.  There you will find a large number of Kurzweil resources.  The most recent Windows resource is a full twelve-module self-paced course, complete with demonstrations and downloadable tutorials.  Mac resources are also posted.
Trial versions of Kurzweil at http://www.kurzweiledu.com/downloads_kez3000.aspx#trial
If you install Kurzweil from any Windows CD, it will run as a demo for 30 days.  You can also request a trial Windows or Mac version CD or download the Mac version from this page.

PSAP purchase of Kurzweil at www.setbc.org
From the main page, click on the PSAP link.  Go to the Software List, and you will see the pricing for Kurzweil.  Kurzweil is available in a stand-alone, network, or USB version.  PSAP prices are available to BC educators only.  

Compatible scanners list at http://www.kurzweiledu.com/scanner_compatibility.asp
Since Kurzweil is not able to test every scanner on the market, the easiest way to find a compatible scanner may be to ask someone who is already using one for a recommendation.  In general, we have had good luck with the portable Canon LIDE scanners that run off the USB port and also with the Epson CX series printer/scanner combinations.

Kurzweil research and videos at http://www.kurzweiledu.com/research_resource.aspx
A number of research studies have looked at the effectiveness of Kurzweil.  

Kurzweil and Provincial Testing 
Kathleen Edge is the provincial contact for questions regarding the use of Kurzweil and other alternate formats during provincial test.
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