Friday January 15, 2010

By Connie Kulhavy

District Aboriginal Resource Coordinator for
SD#68 Nanaimo/Ladysmith

“News to Caw About”

Welcome everyone to my First Edition of Raven’s Speak. 
District #68 Aboriginal Education, has news to share. 
Connie MacArthur (temporary, District #68 Aboriginal Education Teacher) and I, (Connie Kulhavy, District #68 Aboriginal Resource Coordinator) have been members of your District #68 Aboriginal Education team, since January 2009.  
Connie MacArthur is leaving us for another teaching position. 

Thank you Connie M. for your dedication, patience and energy you have shared with me, throughout this past fantastic year. 
Welcome back Laura Tait.
Here are some highlights of activities, events, presentations, projects and resources we have worked on in the past twelve months.

· Provided and supported the requisitions of resources for English 12 First People’s Course 
· hul`q`umi`num` Language Bins updated and supplied to District #68 Aboriginal Education hul`q`umi`num` language teachers

· Spring 2009, guided the final sessions of Artifact Collection and Book Club for SD #68 Aboriginal Education Professional Development 
· Hosted a Dinner Gathering with a Cedar Bark Workshop

· Aboriginal Picture Book Bins and Aboriginal Novel Bins at the District Resource Centre were supplemented with book summaries, teacher guides, lesson plans and historical information

· New Aboriginal Resources complete with Teacher Guides and Lesson Plans added to District Resource Centre- see District Website

· Aboriginal Network of Performance Based Schools (NPBS) is supported by District #68 Aboriginal Education in and carrying out their inquiry questions
· Designed a Handbook and Piloted the accompanying workshop for Free the Children/Me to We: Aboriginal Me to We Leadership Ambassador Handbook; “Sacred Circle” and Project culminated in Vancouver at the Free the Children/Me to We Celebration September 2009.  
· Aboriginal Me to We Leadership Ambassador Handbook; “Sacred Circle”  is currently available to all Educators throughout North America and Alberta is implementing the Handbook and Workshop

· Aboriginal Grad Committee designed, planned and supported Aboriginal Graduates with a District Grad Celebration
· Showcase Aboriginal Education; Data, Resources, Materials and District Website: shared with -  Aboriginal Child and Youth Health Services, VIU, Multi-Cultural Society of Nanaimo, SD #68 Aboriginal Program and Budget Committee, as well as School Based Staff Meetings upon invitation.
· Stz`uminus (Chemainus) First Nations Science Fair Contributor, Participant and Facilitator of SD#68 Aboriginal Education Science Based Artifacts, Resources and Activities   
· Co-Planning and Co-Teaching with SD#68 Teachers

· Coach new Staff Members, Teachers and Assistants 

· Designed and Facilitated an Aboriginal Leadership Workshop for Intermediate Students- Lesson plans now at the DRC

 A quick look at some continuing projects; 

· Expand Resource Collection for Math, Science and French

· Little Books Project: Leveled books with local Aboriginal Content
· Co-plan and Co-teach Traditional and Contemporary Dance in High School  

· Co-plan and Co-teach Traditional Sports Games Friendly Competitions for High School

· Presentations to SD#68 on Aboriginal Literacy

· Aboriginal Updates on the District Webpage 

Please email me if you have any questions, suggestions, and ideas that you feel may contribute to expanding our Knowledge of Aboriginal Literacy.
Marci.

With Respect,
Connie Kulhavy  

ckulhavy@sd68.bc.ca

District Aboriginal Resource Coordinator

SD#68 Nanaimo/Ladysmith

250 244 1020

